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Group identity
	My group of focus is Mothers Against Drunk Driving. It is an organization aimed at advocating against drunk driving. The group uses the acronym is MADD. More information about this group can be found in their website https://www.madd.org/. My choice of the group is informed the nobility of their agenda. Road accidents have been a major menace in the states and statistics tell that most of this accidents are caused by drunk driving, any mean to minimize or eliminate these unwarranted deaths is an objective worth attention. I had scanty information about this group, what they do and what they stand for but had no in-depth details about them and hence my desire to look for more information about them.
Goals
	Every organization must have a precise goal. A goal is an idea of the future or desired result that a person or a group of people envisions, plans and commits to achieve. MADD remained focus to one number zero, zero drunk driving, zero road accidents, zero deaths and no life impacted by impaired driving. They also serve to end drunk driving, help fight drugged driving and preventing underage drinking. 
	The political issues addressed by MADD is how to eliminate accidents caused by drunk driving. The organization advocates for zero tolerance for drunk driving. Opponents of MADD for example International Drunk Driving Prevention Association (IDDPA), are not against drunk driving but instead advocates for drinking responsibly. MADD desires stringent laws passed in locally and nationally to eliminate drunk driving. 


Member demographics
	MUDD member are draw from all over the states. They are include people who share the vision of ending the drunk driving. They are mostly families that have been affected by drunk driving. Going by the statistics in their website, most of the offenders are between 21-45 years, my view would be that most people in this group might not be members of this organization. Members are likely to be parents, middle or aged. There are also young members as they organize walks and football game. The exact number of members may not be known but they are just over 3 million. 
Dues and qualifications
		Membership for MAAD is voluntary and open to every person. There are certain ways in which members can be of help to the organization. They may volunteer to assist in the local offices on different capacities, aid in donation, help the victims of drunk driving, write letters to their representatives to advocate for change of laws, and participate in the walk among other things. There are no requirements to join the organization and every person is eligible. I would join the organization because road accidents are the number one cause of death nationally. According to the statistics 30 people die every day putting the toll to over 300000 per year. Reducing the high number of casualties is a motivation enough to join this organization.
Priorities
	Political intervention is needed to deal with the problem of drunk driving. This can be done by lobbying for laws to be passed in the congress and also at the local level. This being the case the organization have over the years come up with ways to get political attention.
 The organization formed in 1980 came to the limelight after it held its first candle vigil in 1981 to honor victims of drunk driving. The following year it joined the presidential commission on drunk driving. Through the combined efforts, the government gives incentives to states to pass laws reducing the legal blood alcohol concentration from 0.15 to 0.01. In 1984 MADD influence the change in law to raise the minimum drinking age to 21.
	The most notable public awareness happened in 1986 where vehicles were given a red ribbon during holidays to tie to their cars as a pledge to not drink and drive. The introduction of victim impact panels to help victims of drunk driving crushes and their families to heal further bolsters their agenda. Later on the organization increase their mission statement to include the prevention of underage drinking.
	Currently the organization call attention to their agenda by having walks, having platforms where people who have been involved in drunk driving crashes tell their story, and also having activities such as walks and football game which increases the awareness of drunk driving. They have also partnered with several organizations including google and they have a website which allows interaction with people with similar experiences or where those who are victims can speak up and be helped.
	Members of MADD are expected to create awareness of the drunk driving and its effect in many places and too many peoples as they can. They are also expected to influence legislations at the local levels. Sobriety check points are only in effect in 37 states and there ought to be a lot of lobbying for them to be used in all states. The checkpoints when run effectively can reduce cases of accidents by up to 20%. Currently there is no law pending in the senate but in 2017, the END DRUNK DRIVING act was passed to help curb drunk driving. In October last year, Utah passed a law which would see the reduction of minimum blood alcohol level from the standard 0.8% to 0.5% (Bergal, 2018).
To conclude, MADD have brought reduction in the cases of drunk driving. it is estimated that the level of accidents have reduced by over a half, while this is something to celebrate, the deaths caused by drunk driving are still high and there is need to for MADD to continue with the aggressive campaign. To succeed in eliminating this menace, all stakeholders and the citizens need to work together to realize the zero death caused by drunk driving.
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